THE  CITIZEN IN THE MAKING               y
of the State. The process of education is an
apprenticeship for citizenship, and the more
the school can be a miniature reproduction
of the larger community outside, the more
practice in actual citizenship it can provide, the
more its subjects can have of a social value, and
the particular social value that the particular
form of State requires; the more these things
are done, the better. It is true, of course,
that citizenship, like most other things, can
best be learned by actual practice, and a
school community is well adapted for repro-
ducing, under protected conditions, many of
the circumstances which determine adult
citizenship. This is particularly so with
boarding schools, and gives such schools a
certain advantage over others : and it is
significant of the importance attached (not
only by the State) to this function of the school,
that many of the characteristics of boarding-
school life are being adopted by day schools :
there is the Prefect system, the organization
of extra-curricular activities, the division into
Houses, and so forth : and these things are
adopted because they occasion just those
responsibilities for the welfare of others as well